Leaders craft a ‘Black Agenda’ for President Obama

Written by Freddie Allen, NNPA Washington Correspondent
Monday, 17 December 2012 13:22

WASHINGTON (NNPA) — After a four-hour meeting of some the best minds in civil rights,
business, education and the media, dozens of Black leaders from across the nation outlined a
“Black agenda” that would be presented to President Barack Obama and Congress early next
year.

The leadership group was assembled by Marc Morial, president and chief executive officer of
the National Urban League; Al Sharpton, founder and president of the National Action Network;
Benjamin Todd Jealous, president and CEO of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), and Melanie Campbell, president and CEO of the National Coalition
on Black Civic Participation.

Morial was quick to say that the meeting did not represent the formation of another group, but a
collaborative effort to send a clear message to the White House during President Obama’s
second term.

More than three dozen leaders attended, including National Newspaper Publishers Association
(NNPA) Chairman Cloves Campbell, Southern Christian Leadership President Charles Steele
and grassroots activist Ron Daniels, president of the Institute of the Black World 21st Century.

“We seek not to create a new organization, we seek to turn a corner towards a direction of
being collective and proactive in the pursuit of the challenges our nation faces, said Morial.

Many of those challenges such as unemployment, poverty and health care disparities are far
greater among Blacks, a group that supported Obama with 93 percent of their votes in
November.

In a joint statement following the meeting, the group wrote:




Leaders craft a ‘Black Agenda’ for President Obama

Written by Freddie Allen, NNPA Washington Correspondent
Monday, 17 December 2012 13:22

2/2



